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IntroducEon	  
Cri+cal	   thinking	   is	   the	  key	  element	  of	  nursing	  
prac+ce,	   because	   cr i+ca l	   th ink ing	  
cons+tutes	  the	  base	  of	  developing	  accurate	  
communica+on,	   problem	   solving	   ability,	  
understand	   conceptual	   and	   theore+cal	  
features	  and	  nursing	  science	  .	  	  

As	   cri+cal	   thinking	   is	   influencing	   pa+ent	   care	  
poten+ally,	   it	   is	   very	   important.	   With	   this	  
study	  it	  was	  aimed	  to	  determine	  the	  cri+cal	  
thinking	  levels	  of	  nursing	  students.	  	  

icH&Hpsy 



Methodology	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	  This	  study	  was	  planned	  to	  be	  conducted	  as	  
analy+cal	  descrip+ve	  type	  in	  Corum/Turkey	  in	  the	  
year	  2014.	  Sample	  of	  the	  study	  (n=298)	  consisted	  
of	  all	  students	  visi+ng	  the	  Health	  High	  School.	  	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	  The	  data	  in	  the	  study	  was	  collected	  by	  using	  
Student	   Descrip+ve	   Characteris+cs	   Inventory	  
Form	  and	  California	   Cri+cal	   Thinking	  Disposi+ons	  
Inventory	   (CCTDI).	   Significance	   was	   evaluated	   in	  
p<0.05	  level.	  	  	  
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Results	  	  

Nursing	  students’	  cri+cal	  thinking	  point	  averages	  
(208.7987±19.90634)	  were	  found	  low.	  

Whereas	   students’	   CCTDI	   sub-‐scale	   point	  
averages	   regarding	   analy+city	   and	   open-‐
mindedness	   are	   medium,	   it	   was	   determined	  
that	   searching	   for	   the	   truth,	   systema+city,	  
self-‐confidence	   and	   curiosity	   sub-‐scale	   point	  
averages	  are	  low.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
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Results	  

In	  the	  study	  was	  detected	  that	  family	  structure	  
and	  maternal	  educa+on	  level	  have	  an	  impact	  
on	  students’	  cri+cal	  thinking	  level	  and	  this	  
difference	  was	  found	  sta+s+cally	  significant	  
(p<0.05).	  	  

According	  to	  CCTDI	  students’	  cri+cal	  thinking	  
level	  was	  determined	  to	  be	  low.	  	  
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ImplicaEons	  for	  policy/PracEce	  	  

Cri+cal	  thinking	  is	  in	  our	  country	  as	  in	  the	  whole	  
world	  an	  important	  topic	  regarding	  nursing	  
educa+on	  and	  the	  applica+on	  fields.	  

	  
A\er	  the	  cri+cal	  thinking	  level	  of	  nursing	  
students	  has	  developed,	  the	  quality	  of	  nursing	  
care,	  which	  they	  prac+ce	  in	  future	  will	  
increase.	  	  
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Conclusion	  

It	  is	  recommended	  to	  use	  educa+onal	  methods	  
intending	  to	  increase	  students’	  cri+cal	  level	  
during	  nursing	  educa+on,	  to	  encourage	  
students	  to	  read	  books-‐magazines	  and	  
newspapers,	  to	  perform	  interven+on	  studies	  
that	  evaluate	  the	  effects	  of	  different	  
interven+ons	  in	  order	  to	  provide	  students	  
with	  cri+cal	  thinking	  skills.	  	  	  
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